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 Gain insights into the secrets of accessing grace 
 Tap into God’s ability to face anything with confidence 
 Find the path to peace and power 
 Rediscover the courage to pursue your dreams 
 Experience a new passion for intimacy with God 
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   In Paul’s letter to the Colossian 
believers he said, We give thanks to 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, praying always for 
you, since we heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and of your love for all 
the saints; because of the hope 
which is laid up for you in heaven, 
of which you heard before in the 
word of the truth of the gospel, 
which has come to you, as it has 
also in all the world, and is bring-
ing forth fruit, as it is also among 
you since the day you heard and 
knew the grace of God in truth. 
(Col 1:3-6) 
   This revealing passage tells us 
three important things about grace: 
first and foremost, grace always 
bears fruit; however, grace bearing 
fruit is contingent upon hearing the 
message of grace preached in truth 

and then they must understand it in 
truth. So the three things we know 
about grace from this passage are: 
If I hear the truth about grace and 
understand the truth about grace, it 
will produce fruit. 
   The first thing we have to deter-
mine is, “Do I want to change and 
grow?” As I travel across the coun-
try and communicate with people 
from around the world I am sur-
prised at those who are so excited 
about the message of grace, yet the 
quality of their life hasn’t improved 
much since they first heard it! The 
initial thing I try to discover is, 
“Who do you want to be?”  
   The Apostle Paul gives us an 
intimate glance into the power that 
worked in him to transform his 
character and eventually introduce 
the Gospel to most of the known 

world! But by the grace of God I 
am what I am. (1 Cor. 15:10) Grace 
is first and foremost for identity.  
When we come into Christ we re-
ceive the deposit of the Holy Spirit. 
He is in us to give us a new identity 
with a new nature.  
   God is not changing who you 
are; He is recreating you so that 
righteousness becomes the seat of 
your nature! You keep your person-
ality, you keep all of your life ex-
perience, but with a new nature you 
now have the potential to become 
the best you that you can be! You 
are you with a new identity, i.e., a 
righteous nature! 
   First and foremost, grace gives 
you the power to transform your 
character. It is our character flaws 
that get us into trouble. But it seems 
that most of us are still stuck in the 
“faith paradigm” that says we solve 
all of our problems by moving the 
mountain… out there! Thank God 
for that concept and what the Faith 
Movement brought to us, but selfish 
people have somehow twisted good 
faith teaching into some type of co-
dependent narcissism that says my 
happiness will come by everything 
and everyone around me changing. 
That was not the message of those 
who founded the Faith Movement! 
   The promise of the Gospel is that 
I can have a better quality of life. 
(Jn. 10:10) That quality of life oc-
curs because I change whether any-
one or anything around me does or 
does not change! The primary 
change that occurs in me is my abil-
ity to love. I see the world as God 
sees them and I value them as God 
values them. Paul said if I have 
faith without love I have nothing, I 
am nothing, and I benefit nothing. 
(1 Cor. 13:1-3)  
   Grace is God’s power, ability, 
and strength that work in our heart. 
It comes by unmerited favor and is 
given freely. It makes me able to be 
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who God says I am! I become right-
eous when Jesus comes into my 
heart and I live righteously when I 
depend on the grace of God! But 
don’t be confused; grace doesn’t 
come because you believe in it. If 
we are not careful we will fall back 
into the unworkable paradigms of 
the past. I’m not trying to have 
enough faith to get grace; that is 
just a game of semantics that holds 
me into past unworkable ideas! 
   Grace doesn’t manifest because 
I believe in it. Grace manifests be-
cause I believe I am in Christ and I 
am who He says I am, I can do 
what He says I can do, and I have 
what He says I have! 
   The second contingency Paul 
placed on grace bearing fruit was 
that we hear it in truth. Our faith is 
affected by what we hear. If you 
never hear about healing it is 
unlikely you will ever believe for 
healing. If you never hear about 
prosperity you will never believe 
for prosperity. If you hear that you 
have to earn any of those promises, 
then you make your faith contin-
gent upon your works instead of the 
finished work of Jesus. Likewise, if 
you think that grace is simply an-
other word for mercy, you will 
never experience the grace of God 
to overcome sin. (Rom. 6:14) When 
you believe that grace makes you 
able to live righteously because you 
are in Christ, you have heard the 
Good News (Gospel) of grace in 
truth! 
   Then Paul said you had to 
“understand” it. This word for un-
derstand is one that implies you en-
gage it with every part of your be-
ing. It implies that when a person 
has this type of experiential knowl-
edge they have a grasp on the eter-
nal realities and are able to imple-
ment it into their life. The person 
who believes in their heart that they 
are righteous because they are in 

Christ will be able to grasp and un-
derstand the grace of God. The per-
son who does not connect grace to 
our righteousness in Christ will 
most probably not understand grace 
in a way that benefits his or her life. 
   It seems that more and more 
people know grace as a doctrine but 
not as a lifestyle that gives them 
power to live a better quality of 
life! There is this idea that having 
the information is as valuable as 
having the life experience, but sadly 
it isn’t! Grace as a doctrine is 
worthless; it just gives you some-
thing to argue about. But grace as 
an experience that empowers us to 
righteousness changes everything! 
   In 2 Corinthians Paul was ad-
dressing the carnality of the Corin-
thian believers. In chapter 6 verse 1 
he made this heartfelt plea: We 
then, as workers together with Him 
also plead with you not to receive 
the grace of God in vain. Thayer’s 
Lexicon translates the word “vain” 
as: “that which results in nothing, 
fruitless, without effect.” To receive 
grace in vain means you have heard 
it but you have not allowed it to 
bear fruit in your life!  
   Based on Paul’s teaching, grace 
gives us the power to overcome sin. 
(Rom 6:14) If I believe I am right-
eous and can overcome sin, grace 
will make me able.  Paul taught that 
grace empowered him to fulfill his 
ministry calling. (Eph. 3:7) This 
means you don’t have to be afraid 
to pursue your calling and ministry 
dreams; in fact, Paul credits grace 
with making anyone able to fulfill 
any gift of the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 
12:6)  When he wanted God to 
move the external thorn (which was 
most likely the Jews who opposed 
and persecuted him) God said, “My 
grace is sufficient.” He wasn’t say-
ing “No!” He was saying that if 
Paul would rely on grace he would 
be able to face and overcome the 
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obstacles that stood in his way! 
Every aspect of salvation is, in fact, 
a work of grace. (Eph. 2:8) 
   This means that by the grace of 
God I am able to do what God says 
I can, I am who God says I am, and 
I have what God says I have. All of 
that becomes reality, not because I 
believe in the doctrine of grace, but 
because I believe in my heart that 
God raised Jesus from the dead and 
I have confessed Him as Lord. He 
is in me, I am in Him, and all He 
has is mine! 
   Is your grace working? If not, 
don’t throw it away and don’t be-
come discouraged. Persuade your 
heart that you are the righteousness 
of God in Christ and you will ex-
perience a new life and power in 
Him! 
   This article is based on the lat-
est, soon-to-be-released series by 
Dr. James B. Richards. Join us 
every week on ImpactTV for a new 
message in this series. See the spe-
cial ad on page 2 to pre-order your 
series. 
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Jimmie: 
What can overcome abandonment? How 
much love is necessary to heal decades of 
rejection? What kind of power does it take 
to heal a lifetime of neglect and mistakes? 
It takes divine power that can only come 
from God’s power to save, heal, restore, 
and forgive. This is a story about my fam-
ily coming in contact with that kind of 
wild, raw power. God unleashed Himself 
on my family earlier this year in a manner 
that changed every aspect of our lives in 
the most wonderful way. It is “beyond all I 
could ask or think.”  
 
As a parent I only want the best for my 
kids, but in raising them I have made many 
mistakes. I have asked God, my wife, and 
my kids to forgive me; and they have all 
have shown me the honor of forgiving my 
mistakes and loving me in spite of them. I 
thought I could never intentionally hurt 
one of my kids, but I must confess I have, 
and I have hurt them very deeply. But this 
story is not about my regrets; instead it’s 
about God’s goodness to my family and 
His faithfulness to my children even when 
I was not.  
 
I have never tried to hide my past. I have 
been very vocal about the drug-crazed life-
style I lived, and I regret the way I was 
before I met Jesus. In 1971 I was seventeen 
and crazy. Just being seventeen is crazy 
enough, but when you add drugs and alco-
hol the crazy is multiplied. I was dating a 
girl and doing all the wrong things when 

one night she told me that she was preg-
nant. At seventeen there was no way I was 
ready for that news, so I simply chose not 
to believe it. I didn’t hear another word 
from her for nearly 39 years. But just be-
cause I didn’t believe her that night didn’t 
mean it wasn’t true. All that time passed 
and I was hurting one of my own children. 
Her name is Jessica.  
 
Jessica: 
When I was growing up I was a bit of a 
princess - not the pink room, baby doll 
princess, but the beautiful Swan Lake kind. 
I started dancing at 4 years old and it was 
then I noticed that when all the other little 
ballerinas were picked up from lessons by 
their daddy, my daddy didn’t pick me up; 
my grandfather did. At nine years old I was 
sitting with my mom in her car waiting for 
my sister to come out of her friend’s house. 
I asked her, “Who’s my daddy?” Probably 
scrambling for words, she gave me enough 
to satisfy my nine year old curiosity. She 
said his name was Jimmie Bratcher, he 
loved to play guitar, and he had curly hair. 
That sort of appeased me for the time be-
ing. A year or so later I was at a friend’s 
house. Her dad was home from work and 
he was laughing and tickling and hugging 
her. That was the first time I ever really 
felt jealous that I only had a grandpa and 
not a daddy.  
 
As the years went by life moments hap-
pened and I would remember there was no 
daddy. At thirteen my mother was having a 
great deal of trouble with one of my sib-

lings and in her marriage. I was close be-
hind him experimenting with drugs, alco-
hol, and being tempted by boys. I was 
given a choice to stay with my mom or go 
with my grandparents and my brother. My 
sister and baby brother were going to live 
with their dad. At that moment I wished I 
had a daddy to go to, but I didn’t, and I 
wasn’t leaving my brother. At barely eight-
een I graduated high school where my 
mother, grandparents, and big brother 
cheered me across the stage, but no daddy. 
I had my eyes set on a guy who was 
“trouble.” Partying and running the 
streets was my life when my grandparents 
weren’t looking. A friend (who turned out 
to be my cousin) asked me what I would do 
if I met my dad and as I smoked my ciga-
rette and drank my whiskey I said, “I 
would probably punch him in the face.”   
 
At twenty, after some terrible decisions 
that left me near homelessness, I enlisted 
in the Air Force as the only escape I could 
see from my mistakes. I was terrified, 
alone, and lost. There was no one there to 
guide me, to tell me which path to take; so 
I told the recruiter, “I’m leaving this 
month or I’m not leaving at all.”   
 
It didn’t take long for the partying and 
distractions to catch up with me. When I 
was almost twenty two I got married to a 
decent guy, but the wrong guy. There was 
no daddy to walk me down the aisle and no 
daddy to tell me he wasn’t the guy for me. 
When I gave birth to a son my mother was 
there, but no daddy. At twenty four my 
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marriage failed and there was no daddy to 
wipe my tears. At twenty seven I remarried 
and we had a son, but there was no daddy. 
We were stationed out of the country when 
I was picking out my wedding dress and I 
wondered, “If we were in the U.S. would 
my grandfather walk me down the aisle so 
I didn’t feel so broken?” I wrote my grand-
father a letter and asked him, “If my hus-
band and I ever have a real wedding will 
you give me away?” He, of course, said 
“Yes,” but this should have been a daddy 
job.  
 
At this point I began healing a lot of bro-
ken places in my life (or so I thought.) I 
packaged the hurts, the abuse, and the 
empty places up in pretty little boxes with 
bows and locked them in a closet in my 
heart never to be seen again (if I had any-
thing to say about it.) One of those boxes 
had a label that read, “Dad.” 
 
A few more years passed and it was 2007. I 
wasn’t in the military anymore. Things 
were ok, but not great. There was still a lot 
of drinking and a lot of wandering around 
in the dark. I had been searching for 
“something” for a couple of years without 
much success until I walked into a Christ-
mas Eve service with one of my boys where 
my life was changed forever. I had no idea 
what God had in store for me.  
 
At this church service I crossed paths with 
an old friend from my military days when 
she was very much like me: broken, surviv-
ing life, and getting by on the lies of the 
world. That’s who she was then, but the 
girl I saw before me was something differ-
ent. Someone different stood there. Over 
the next year I accepted Christ into my life 
and realized the difference in her was Him. 
Seeing the difference He made for her and 
what I saw in her eyes and her actions 
made me hunger for Him, too.  
 
By summer of 2009 I was on fire. I could-
n’t get enough Scripture, Bible studies, or 
serving in ministry. In June my sister 
called me and said a preacher at her 
church gave the most amazing testimony 
and the music was amazing and I should 
look him up online. I asked her his name… 
Jimmie Bratcher.  
 
Stunned, I dropped the phone. When I 
picked it up I asked her if she knew who 
that was, but she didn’t. When I told her 
who Jimmie Bratcher was to me we both 
cried.  
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A few months later God started telling me, 
“I have something for you.” ”Don’t be 
afraid.” “Trust Me.” There is no clarity to 
what He was whispering, no specifics, just 
“Trust Me” and “Surrender.” Over the 
next few months broken pieces of me were 
healed. Things were stripped away and 
replaced. A dear friend, knowing that I 
knew how to find my dad, asked me, “What 
have you done about the father situation?” 
I told her “Nothing” and boldly stated, 
“Until God says I have to deal with it, I’m 
just not up for that right now. I’m quite 
happy to pretend like it’s not there.”  
 
Jimmie  
February 13, 2011 was a busy weekend. 
Sherri and I were speaking at a marriage 
seminar and I was getting ready to speak 
for the sixth time that weekend when I 
heard a voice in my heart say, “I’m going 
to change your life.” I knew that voice to 
be the voice of God. In my mind I started 
trying to reason just what that change was 
going to be. We finished the last service 
and headed for the airport to fly home.  
 
On the way I received an email from Jes-
sica’s mother. It was the first time I had 
heard anything from her since that night in 
1971. The email read like this: “I think it’s 
way overdue for you to meet your daughter 
and grandsons. Look her up on Facebook. 
Her name is Jessica. She doesn't know 
about you yet.” 
    
I responded immediately expressing my 
desire and delight to meet Jessica, went to 
Facebook and sent her a friend request. 
Then I started feeling a very, very deep 
grieving in my soul; it was as deep and 
heavy as anything I have ever felt. It felt 
just like I had lost a close loved one. It was 
a prayer very deep, very heavy, and more 
like a groan. “Oh God, Jessica” was all I 
could say. She was all I could think of.  I 
was barely functional from that moment 
on. I had hurt one of my precious children 
and all I could do is cry out to God for His 
help “Oh God, Jessica.” 
 
Jessica 
 In the middle of the Daytona 500 and my 
preparations to run an errand, I stopped to 
check my email and there it was:  a friend 
request from Jimmie Bratcher. Dumb-
founded, I showed the computer to my hus-
band who looked at me funny and asked if 
that was the guy that’s supposedly my dad. 
I nodded, numb. I set down the computer, 
walked out to the truck, and headed toward 
town. I don’t remember the drive. I remem-

ber talking to my sister and telling her 
what had happened. She consoled me as I 
bawled with fear, grief, distress, confusion, 
and so many other emotions I cannot even 
identify.  
 
Then my phone bleeped: an email from my 
mother. “Call me when you can talk, it’s 
important.”  My mother never does that. I 
called and before she could say anything I 
asked, “Is that who I think it is?” Sure 
enough, it was.  
 
After what seemed like an eternity of cry-
ing, blowing my nose, and asking God if 
He thought this was funny, I wandered 
through the store like a zombie getting the 
items on my list. I got back in the truck, 
drove home, and promptly fell to pieces. 
For three weeks after that I processed the 
emotions through prayer, Scripture, talk-
ing to my husband, friends, family, and a 
counselor. I wandered through work every 
day the same way I wandered through the 
store on February 13th.  
 
In every Scripture and devotional I 
touched God showed me, “It’s going to be 
fine. Just listen to Me and I’ll get you 
through this.” Everything pointed to a few 
specific things. God’s wisdom and love 
shined so brightly in this time. “Don’t be 
afraid. Don’t rush. Take baby steps. I 
won’t let you fall. Trust Me, this is good.” 
As much as I wanted to ignore that friend 
request I couldn’t. On March 8th I sent him 
an email that said:  
 
“Years ago I dealt with my emo-
tions surrounding your absence and 
packed them up in a pretty little box 
in my heart. Now, after living my 
life not knowing of my father the 
little girl in me wants to run to you, 
arms wide open; however, the 
women in me wants to ask where 
you've been and why now?  
 
Now I have to wipe off the dust and look at 
it all again. For a very long time I was hurt 
and felt rejected and unwanted; at other 
times I was incredibly angry that there 
would not be a father to see me dance, 
watch as I graduated, or give me away 
when I got married. After so long you're 
here and it's hard. Not unwelcome or un-
wanted, but very hard, but thanks for 
showing up.  
  
Jessica 

Con’t from page 5 
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Amanda, and now Jessica. What would her 
first words be? Would she, could she ac-
cept me? There we stood face to face.  

 

Jimmie 
It seemed like forever. I grieved as Jessica 
processed the pain of me “showing up.” 
But now it was time for me to do some-
thing I should have done years ago: be 
Jessica’s father, and I welcomed this op-
portunity. First, I needed to do one of the 
hardest things a father has to do: admit his 
mistakes and ask his children to forgive 
him. So I wept and wrote for hours trying 
to find words that would heal. I knew that 
God was at work in every part of this won-
derful event. He was reaching down 
through my past back to a time when I 
didn’t serve or know Him. He was show-
ing my family and me His wild, out of con-
trol, crazy love for us. His love started to 
pour out of every one of us. I have never 
experienced anything like it before - so 
deep, so sacred, so beautiful.  
 
I asked Jessica to forgive me when she 
could and then I tried to answer her ques-
tions. We began emailing back and forth 
and on March 10th I received this quote 
from Jessica: “Forgiveness is giving up the 
hope that the past could have been differ-
ent.” WOW. How does that happen? How 
do you go from being abandoned to being 
accepted? It has to be divine; it has to be 
God’s power unleashed in a willing heart 
that’s walking on the same road Jesus 
walked, the road called Forgiveness. It is 
beautiful. 
  
What about Sherri, Jason, and Amanda? 
How did they feel? How would they han-
dle this huge change in our family? Friends 
that knew what was happening asked, 
“How’s Sherri?” Sherri and Amanda said 
the same exact thing without knowing 
what the other had said. Sherri came to me 
and said, “We have a great life, a great 
family, and a great marriage, but I’ve al-
ways felt like something was missing and 
Jessica and her family are the missing 
part.” A few days later Amanda said the 
exact same thing. Jason’s approach was 
completely different. He said, “Well, I’ve 
heard all those wild stories about their past 
so this doesn’t surprise me at all.” All of 
them are thrilled.  
 
Then Jessica invited Sherri and me to have 
dinner with her and her husband on March 
14th. I was completely thrilled; for the first 
time I would hear her voice, see her smile, 
and feel her touch. As we pulled into the 
parking lot there she stood. She looks just 
like me - I mean exactly like me. As a fa-
ther I know what it is like to see your child 
for the first time. I saw it with Jason and 
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   Some studies indicate that about twenty 
five percent of the population is led or in-
fluenced by others. In other words, they do 
not make their own decisions. How are 
their decisions made? Simple! They either 
follow the crowd or they follow the leader, 
and then they are surprised at the outcome! 
   Over the years I have talked to thousands 
of believers who proudly announced their 
denominational affiliation; yet, when I 
asked them questions about what their de-
nomination believed they did not know the 
answers! In other words, they had no idea 
why they were part of their particular 
group. They were following a group, a 
leader, or a tradition! 
   Sadly, few Christians really know Jesus. 
They don’t know His voice. They cannot 
distinguish between the voice of their mind 
and the voice of God in their heart. In fact, 
so few Christians can confidently hear the 
voice of God that they do not actually pray 
about most of their decisions. Many simply 
make a decision, ask God to bless it, and 
then wonder why there is such inconsis-
tency in their ability to navigate life’s chal-
lenges effectively. 
   Jesus promised that He would never 
leave us or forsake us. The Amplified Bi-
ble makes it incredibly clear:  “I will not in 
any way fail you nor give you up nor leave 
you without support.” [I will] not, [I will] 
not, [I will] not in any degree leave you 
helpless nor forsake nor let [you] down 
(relax My hold on you)! [Assuredly not!] 
(Heb. 13:5) 
   Additionally, Jesus promised that when 
He left He would pour out His Spirit to 
lead and guide us. However, when He, the 
Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you 
into all truth. (John 16:13) Truth is more 
than simply what is true. God’s truth is 
what is true and applicable in our situation. 
The Bible is true and it becomes truth to 
me when I believe it and can apply it in 
real life! God is always trying to lead us 
into safety, success, and life, which means 
He is always leading us away from lack, 
danger, and death!  
   Psalm 23 begins with this well-known 
but often ignored passage: THE LORD is 
my Shepherd [to feed, guide, and shield 
me], I shall not lack. (AMP) The rest of the 
Psalm explains the quality of our life as we 
follow Him. God is ALWAYS trying to 

lead away from destruction and into life at 
its best! Our role is to listen, trust, and fol-
low!  
   Making great decisions as a believer is 
not about being smart; it is about being 
sensitive to the Holy Spirit! Unfortunately, 
large masses have been made to feel igno-
rant and unqualified to make their own 
decisions. Even larger numbers have been 
conditioned to follow without question, 
and others follow the group or tradition. 

   In Galatians 5:20 Paul identifies what he 
called the… party spirit (factions, sects 
with peculiar opinions, heresies.) (AMP) A 
party spirit is that work of the flesh that 
says “I follow a certain group.” In Chris-
tian circles this would be a denomination 
or sect. In the political arena it would be 
Republicans and Democrats. The point is, 
when you follow a doctrine or political 
group independently of what the Bible 
teaches and independently of the leading of 
the Spirit of God, you are in the flesh. The 
Bible classes this as having a potential 
destruction that is equal to: adultery, forni-
cation, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, 
sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dis-
sensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunk-
enness, revelries... (Gal. 5:19-21) 
   This means that the person who votes 
along party lines is just as big a sinner as 
the one who commits adultery or is in-
volved in witchcraft. Just like all these 
other sins of the flesh, our decisions not 
only affect us, they affect the masses. I 

recently heard that our spiritual life will 
affect at least five generations of our off-
spring! Just think of it: our political 
choices are even more far-reaching than 
that! 
   In America we have been systematically 
conditioned to live in codependency. It 
happens in our churches, schools, news 
media, and most of all, in the government! 
The head of the NEA recently stated 
openly that the NEA isn’t about teaching 
children, it is about political goals. Daily, 
pastors make decisions that are profitable 
for the organization but devastating for the 
members.  From the White House to the 
church house the passion to serve has been 
overtaken by the desire to control! 
   God warned against the party spirit in 
every arena of life. Thinking for yourself, 
reading the Bible, and listening to the Holy 
Spirit are the only prevention from the 
political agendas that dominate nearly 
every struggle in society! Because we 
stopped listening to God we had to start 
listening to the news media, the politician, 
the pastor, and anyone else who would be 
willing to replace the voice of our con-
science! 
   In Prov. 24:21-22 we have a strong warn-
ing: My son, fear the Lord and the king; 
Do not associate with those given to 
change; For their calamity will rise sud-
denly, And who knows the ruin those two 
can bring?  The word “change” comes 
from a word that means “to fold or dupli-
cate.” This is talking about those who ig-
norantly follow the group; they join the 
denomination or the political party! They 
do not understand that no group or person 
except God can lead you to your destiny! 
   Politicians on both sides of the aisle and 
preachers from every denomination and 
group have justified their choice to make 
your decisions for you. At the heart of their 
motivation is a deep-seated, hidden disre-
spect for mankind and for God Himself! 
They think we are too ignorant to make 
and live with our own choices. The truth is 
they despise freedom because it interferes 
with their ego-driven need to be the god of 
our world!  
   Proverbs 18:1 says: HE WHO willfully 
separates and estranges himself [from God 
and man] seeks his own desire and pretext 
to break out against all wise and sound 
judgment. (AMP) Unless a person is godly 
we can’t trust them as a politician or a pas-
tor. The key indicators of a godly leader 
are seen in the passion to serve, the free-
dom of individual choices, and the willing-
ness to allow us to learn from our choices. 

Useful Idiots 

By Jim Richards 
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   I was listening to an 
economist on the news today 
talking about the govern-
ment’s plan to do another 
bailout. Keep in mind, when 
President Bush did the first 
bailout it was opposed by 
those who did the Obama 
bailout and are planning the 
next bailout. So, both Re-
publicans and Democrats 
have done a bailout and both 
have criticized one another 
for it. But what’s worse is 
the fact that bailouts have 
never worked. They didn’t 
work in this economy, they didn’t work in 
the Great Depression, and they have never 
worked anywhere in the world! 
   One has to ask, “Why would both parties 
do something that doesn’t work?” Simple! 
They hope to gain control of who they con-
sider to be the mindless masses. Because 
they lack godliness they break out against 
all wise and sound judgment. But they 
have their reasons and they are all on tele-
vision 24/7 arguing their points. But again, 
the wisdom of Proverbs trumps their fool-
ishness: A [self-confident] fool has no de-
light in understanding but only in reveal-
ing his personal opinions and himself. 
(Prov. 18:2, AMP) 
   Turning our economy around would not 
be difficult. Balancing the budget would 
not be a big challenge. So why doesn’t 
anyone know what to do?  The question 
they’re asking isn’t, “What do we do to 
solve these problems?” No! There question 
is, “What can we do to keep our party in 
power?” It’s like the pastor who really isn’t 
asking, “What can we do to better serve the 
people and help them grow?” It’s more 
along the lines of, “What can we do to 
keep people in our church?” 
   Lenin was a worthless, irresponsible man 
who lived in drunken debauchery while his 
family literally starved to death. And like 
many fools, he had ideas that had never 
been proven, had never worked any time in 
history, and, in fact, had always failed. 
Yet, he was able to inspire a movement 
that has taken over nearly the entire world! 
Communism/Socialism is an idealism that 
only has an appeal to those who fit into one 
or more of the following groups: 1) those 
who are oppressed and have no hope, 2) 
those who are ignorant of history, 3) those 
who are idealistic, 4) those who do not 
know God or the Bible, 5) those who de-
sire to control others, and 6) those who 
have never succeeded at true free enter-
prise. 

   

Lenin knew the best people to inspire to 
revolution were the college students; in 
fact, he called them “useful idiots.” He 
knew that college students had no jobs and 
knew nothing of real economic principles 
that work. They were idealistic and ego-
centric, so by infiltrating most of the uni-
versities in America he was able to provide 
all these factors, plus turn them away from 
God. 
   When the Bible talks about the days that 
we find ourselves in at this very moment it 
describes two groups of people: Those who 
do wickedly against the covenant he shall 
corrupt with flattery; but the people who 
know their God shall be strong, and carry 
out great exploits. And those of the people 
who understand shall instruct many. (Dan. 
11:32-33) There will be those who are 
wicked who deceive and destroy and there 
will be those who know God and under-
stand, and they will instruct many. But 
there will also be another class of destroy-
ers that are not mentioned in this passage 
which are those who live in the flesh and 
are the “useful idiots” who do not know 
the Bible for themselves, do not listen to 
the Spirit of God for themselves, and rely 
on others to lead them! 
   Invest in yourself! Do everything you 
can to study the Word of God and discover 
God’s wisdom for life. Don’t try to figure 
out all the theological issues. Just try to 
figure out how to live and follow God. 
Start developing your heart! Spend time in 
intimate involvement with God every day! 
The Spirit of God is in you and with you to 
give you the best quality of life possible 
through Jesus. No one else can get it for 
you. No one else can teach you to know 
God. No one else knows how you should 
best make your life decisions! Don’t be a 
“useful idiot” for anyone’s agenda! Be a 
servant of the Lord who multiplies God’s 
love to others! 

(This article is based on the principles 
taught in the series, Escape from Code-
pendency. The revised edition of the book, 
Escape from Codependent Christianity will 
be released soon, so be sure to watch for a 
release date!   
 

** Pictures from ringospictures.com ** 

 

You will not find the term 
“codependency” in the Bible, yet it moti-
vated Adam at the fall of man. It is the 
root of all addictions, the destroyer of all 
relationships, and it is consuming our 
world. 
 
The greatest weakness of the Church has 
been our failure to set people free. We 
reach people who are addicted, but in-
stead of helping to set them free, we sim-
ply transfer their addiction onto the 
church, the pastor, or some religious pro-
gram. The result is a church full of hurt-
ing people who are not free. 
 
This CD set identifies how the world sys-
tem of codependency has swept through 
government, education, family, and the 
church. But more than point out the prob-
lem, it points out the only cure. You can 
break the destructive patterns in your life. 

 
10 Message Series 

CDs $70 + s/h 
DVDs $149.95 + s/h 

MP3s $40 
 

Call 800.284.9402 ext. 301 
Or Order Oline at 

Impactministries.com 
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The Prayer Organizer 
 
Through this tool God is showing different, new, and 
refreshing sides of Himself to me. I am so excited that 
He loves me so much to keep the walk alive over the 
forever-long-run! It has totally changed how I teach 
my Sunday School lessons, too. I am excited to share 
what I learned with my preschoolers so that they will 
have a good foundation to look to and stand on while 
God is growing them up. Each week I am trusting God 
to give me the words and object lessons so that the 
young ones can experience the truths, too. It is just 
plain exciting!  ~AH~ 

Praise  
Reports! 

Thank You! 
 
 I would like to express my absolute delight, privi-
lege, and gratitude for having been given the op-
portunity to partake of your extraordinary, inspiring 
teachings which are indeed life-changing and liber-
ating! 
 
 Thank you for making the enormous sacrifices and 
for your dedication to continue to IMPACT multi-
tudes with God’s Word, Love, and Wisdom. 
 
 Thank you for being the man of integrity, transpar-
ency, and authenticity who manages to touch the 
hearts of so many with the unconditional love of 
God which radiates from your heart. 

BLESSED! 
 
I have been deeply blessed and am experienc-
ing a transformation in my life. Thank you 
for your obedience and passion for God! 

Joy & Confidence! 
 
We are so thankful for your teachings that have 
helped us live life so much more joyfully and freely 
with such confidence of who we are in Christ!  
     ~M & L~ 

Heart Physics 
 
I am enjoying Heart Physics to the MAX! I have struggled for years— feeling I had overstepped the bounds of God’s forgiveness. 
The fear that gripped my heart was enormous. Finally, now I am starting to understand and know I truly am forgiven. God love me, 
He is in me, and I am in him. 
 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. I would recommend Heart Physics to anyone struggling with their eternal destiny. It is 
changing my life! I plan to do it over and over again for the rest of my life. !CP~ 
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Taking  
the Limits 
 Off God 

 
 will help you enter the 
realm of a limitless life 
where all things are possi-
ble. We all have self-
imposed limits, but the 
most deadly limits are 
those we place on God. 
This incredible book leads 
us to remove the limits and 
live in the realm of contin-
ual possibilities with a lim-
itless God. 
 

Order by Phone 
 1.800.284.9402 ext. 301  

Or Online at  
impactministries.com 

 

We have limited space so please RSVP right away. There is no registration fee, 
but in order to have enough materials we need to know if you will be here! To reg-
ister by phone call Bee at 1.800.284.9402 ext. 301 or register online at  

impactministries.com. I’ll be sending you more details as they evolve. 
 

See you in Huntsville, AL July 22-24th at  
World Changers Weekend! 

 

World Changers  
Weekend is a time when 
we attempt to “give back” to 
those who help us share this 
Gospel with the world. We want 
to invest in you to keep you en-
couraged and strong in the faith, 
and we want you to know that 
you are appreciated! Plus, this 
gives you an opportunity to meet 
others who are making this same 
journey. It gives you a much 
broader perspective as to what is happening in the world. Some of my family 
and most of the staff will be on hand for you to meet personally, so it gives 
you a chance to put faces with names and create more meaningful connec-
tions.  

Every year there are several things that occur: meaningful ministry of the 
Word, inspired worship, fellowship, testimonies, questions and answers, shar-
ing new goals, and imparting the vision. Everything is designed to be an in-
vestment in your life and a time to equip us in being about the Father’s busi-
ness! 

This year our theme is The Heart of the Gospel. Basically, in one weekend 
I will share with you what would normally be an entire series of new material. 
The Heart of the Gospel is about getting down to the core of the Gospel, the 
core of life, and the core of ministry. It is about connecting with everything 
that is real and leaving behind the superficial and non-essential. It is about 
empowerment for the times in which we live. It is an inspired topic that I be-
lieve God gave me just for this weekend! 

Jimmie Bratcher will be here for a full-blown concert. As you know, 
Jimmie shares this Gospel all across America with people you and I would 
never have the opportunity to reach. His ministry in music and the Word is 
powerful, enjoyable, and life-changing. I’m sure Jimmie will also talk about 
restoring lost opportunities as he shares how God brought him in contact with 
and gave him a relationship with a daughter he had never met! 

 
The general schedule for the weekend is: 
Friday Night Live at 7 pm 
Saturday 8 – 8:45 am Coffee Bar 
9 am– 12 noon(ish) Morning Sessions  
Saturday 7 pm 
Sunday 9 am – 12 noon 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 YES, Jim!  I want to be a World Changer!  I want to Answer the   

     Call and Change the Way the World Sees God!  Please RUSH my  

     FREE World Changer Packet and FREE series,  “When Jesus Says 
Thank You”  on  CD   MP3  My monthly gift will be $ ____________ 

 

     ____ I am enclosing my monthly World Changer gift $____________ 

     ____ Please send my Free CD  “An Enemy Called Average” 

  Please send me “Normal or Average: Is Grace Really Working?” 

** Ship Date July 20, 2011** 

    _____  CDs  @   $34 US + $8 US S&H          $ ____________ 

    _____   DVDs @  $72 US + $8 US S&H             $ ____________ 

   Please send me “The Musician & Ministry” 

    _____  CDs  @   $46 US + $9 US S&H          $ ____________ 

    _____   DVDs @  $99 US + $9 US S&H             $ ____________ 
 

PLEASE CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD  MC Visa  Disc  Amex   

Card No.________________________________________  Exp. Date____________________ 

Signature:____________________________________________________________________ 

To Order by Phone or Get International Shipping Rates  
Please Call  800.284.9402 Ext. 301 

 

NAME: __________________________________________ ____  
 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________ 
 
CITY:________________________ ST/PR:______  ZIP: _______ 
 
PHONE: (_______) ________________________________ _____ 
 

E-MAIL: ______________________________________________ 

Is this a new email  address :   □ Yes       □ No 

How do you prefer to receive Impact Magazine?   
   US Mail             E-Mail 

  I want to get better service & save the ministry   
      money by receiving all my information online. 

  Please contact me with information on  
     Impact International School of Ministry. 
 
Please send me information about how to give                                  
online and download my World Changer Message. 

 

3516 South Broad Place 
Huntsville, AL 35805 
impactministries.com 
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Huntsville, AL 

 

Free World Changer Message!     “An Enemy Called Average” 

 

                 
                                                                                   May 2011 

Changing the Way the World Sees God! 
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